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[Expository Articles] Significance of Mass Balance
Approach in the Dissemination of Biomass Plastics

TANAKA Yasunori

In recent years, toward the realization of a carbon-neutral society, which is the Japanese government’s goal of
achieving a carbon-neutral society by 2050, a movement to promote the spread of biomass plastics is becoming
active. When switching from existing petroleum-derived plastics to biomass plastics, seamless switching in
material properties and lead time is an issue, especially in the industrial world. In this paper, we describe the
significance of the mass balance approach, which is being applied as the most realistic method among the

multiple switching methods. In addition, concerns in the adoption of the mass balance approach will be examined

from the viewpoint of material technology.
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