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sian Development Bank 
(ADB) and the Government 
of India have signed a $500- 

million loan to help improve large-
scale power transmission from the 
northern to the southern regions, 
while helping integrate renewable 
energy in the country’s power 
system.

Expansion of inter-regional 
connectivity enables bulk power 
transfer to the southern region which 
has, at times, been affected by power 
shortages. This loan will also help 
strengthen the transmission system 
to accommodate renewable energy-
generation capacity, a release from 
ADB observed. 

The program will facilitate power 
transfers among states and regions, 
and stabilize electricity supply and 

improve the quality of power. It will 
also help connect renewable energy 
to interstate power system and 
enhance energy security in India.

The project, which is expected to 
be completed by December 2020, 
will help build 800kV and 320kV 
high voltage direct current (HVDC) 
converter stations and 765kV power 
transmission systems in India. It will 

also help Power Grid Corporation of 
India add 6,000 MVA of transmission 
capacity between Raigarh in 
Chhattisgarh and Pugalur in Tamil 
Nadu; 2,000 MVA transmission 
capacity between Pugalur in Tamil 
Nadu and North Trichur in Kerala; 
and 3,000 MVA transmission capacity 
to accommodate renewable energy 
flows via Bikaner in Rajasthan. 

The $500-million loan from 
ADB’s ordinary capital resources 
will make up around 19 per cent of 
the $2.581 billion total project cost, 
with PGCIL providing counterpart 
financing of $2.081 billion. The 
loan has a 20-year term, including 
a five-year grace period with an 
annual interest rate determined 
in accordance with ADB’s LIBOR-
based lending facility. n
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Omron showcases 
innovative solutions

OMRON, a player in ‘Sensing & Control 
+ Think’ technologies, is all geared up to 
expand its presence in the smart energy 
segment in India. The company has updated 
its portfolio with an array of unique and 
innovative solutions to cater to some of 
the critical needs faced by utilities in the 
sector in the country, a company statement 
said.  The solutions were displayed at the 
recently-held India Smart Grid Week-2017 
at New Delhi.

Omron aims to support the utilities to 
manage a considerable proportion of their 
T&D losses caused due to power theft by 
providing first-of-its-kind sensing solutions 
which make the meters ‘tamper evident’ 
and provide remote disconnect with real-
time monitoring. Another notable solution 
is the Line Monitoring Sensor that has the 
capability of detecting hooking and leakage 
at the distribution lines enabling the utilities 
further. This solution gains immense 
importance considering the country has 
about 400,000 km stretch of distribution 
lines needing an efficient monitoring and 
management, the release added.

ilver Spring Networks, Inc. 
has announced the expansion 
of its program with CESC 

Ltd for two franchisees in Kota and 
Bharatpur, Rajasthan. CESC will 
leverage Silver Spring’s standards-
based IPv6 platform to provide two-
way connectivity to approximately 
187,000 homes and businesses in 
the Kota franchise service area, 
which is spread across 150 sqkm, 
and approximately 50,000 homes 
and businesses across 50 sqkm 
in Bharatpur. Silver Spring will 
deploy Operations Optimizer™ for 
CESC Kota and Bharatpur through 
a Software-as-a-Service model. 
Operations Optimizer is a powerful 
analytics engine and user interface 
that enables utilities to help improve 
operational efficiency and develop 
business processes and workflows 
that can reduce energy loss and 
improve billing accuracy, a release 
from SSNI said.

“We are honored to expand our 
work with CESC, a true industry 
leader, as they reinforce the new 

standard of electric service and 
grid modernization in India, and 
as we enable benefits such as grid 
reliability and better customer 
experience to Kota and Bharatpur,” 
said Mike Bell, President and CEO, 
Silver Spring Networks, in the 
release. 

The new Kota and Bharatpur 
deployments are in addition to 
Silver Spring and CESC’s award-
winning IoT program in Kolkata, 
India for Advanced Metering and 
Distribution Automation, recognized 
as the ‘Smart Grid Project of the Year’ 
at the 2016 Asian Power Awards. 
CESC, which signed a 20-year 
distribution franchisee agreement 
for power distribution for Kota  
and Bharatpur in 2016, with more 
than 3 million customer connections 
and serving approximately 17 
million people in the state of West 
Bengal.                                             n

 
[An exclusive interaction with 
Silver Spring Networks, Inc is 

presented on pp18 of this edition.]
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